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Photo #1: SSD Operations center and L-5 towplane. (photo by Joseph N. Bearden Jr.) 

 

 
Photo #2: SSD’s Schweizer 2-22 landing with student and instructor Joe Bearden.  
(photo from estate of Joseph N. Bearden Jr.) 

 

 
Photo #3: SSD crew connecting towrope to 2-22 at Richmond, Indiana (Moonbeams, Vol. 28, No. 2/July 1967, 
Procter & Gamble Company, Cincinnati, Ohio 

  



 
Diagram #1: Typical Left-Hand Rectangular Airport Landing Pattern  

 

 
Photos #4 & #5: Launching (l) and climbing out of cockpit after landing (r) on first solo flight, October 16, 1965. 
(photos by Joseph N. Bearden Jr.)   

 

 
Photo #6: My parents, August 1945. First furlough from U.S. Army Air Forces basic training (photo from estate of 
Joseph N. Bearden Jr.) 



  
Photos #7 & #8: My parents at Air Force ROTC formal affair at the Marion Institute in Marion, Alabama, ca. 1948, 
and Dad with the Aeronca Champ he soloed, near Cohasset, Massachusetts, 1953 (photos from estate of Joseph N. 
Bearden Jr.) 

 

 
Photo #9: Visiting early soaring meet in Chillicothe, Ohio, 1960. A.J. Smith would win the Nationals in this Lo-150 
sailplane the next year and feature in our soaring for over 20 years. Author (9) and sister Diane (2). (photo from 
estate of Joseph N. Bearden Jr.) 

 

  
Photos #10 & #11: 1-26 in P&G lobby with my father in center (l) and with his shared 1-26 (r), 1961. (photos from 
estate of Joseph N. Bearden Jr.)  



 
Photo #12: Retrieving my father’s 1-26, 1961. ( photo from estate of Joseph N. Bearden Jr.) 

 

 
Photo #13: Dad’s 1-23B at an early (Bryan, Ohio, 1963) contest with Chevy station wagon, trailer, and canvas tent. 
(photo by Joseph N. Bearden Jr.) 

 

   
See caption on following page. 



 
Photos #14,# 15 & #16: Dad’s 1-23B/trailer and our early 60s Chevrolet Bel Air station wagon at Richmond Municipal 
Airport, Indiana, ca. 1964 (photos from estate of Joseph N. Bearden Jr.)  

 

  
Photos #17 & #18: My first landout, in a 1-26, Richmond, Indiana, 1967. (photos by Joseph N. Bearden Jr.)  

 

   
Photos #19 & #20: Joe Bearden ready for launch (l) and author running wingtip during launch (r). 



 

  
Photos #21, #22 & #23:  Joe Bearden in Diamant (top), on tow (l) and in cockpit (r). All photos at Richmond 
Municipal Airport, 1967, by Vernon Merritt III (from estate of Joseph N. Bearden Jr.)  

 

  
Photos #24 & #25: Author, 17, in 1-26 at Richmond, Indiana (l, photo by Joseph N. Bearden) and launching at first 
contest in Marion, Ohio (r, photo by Thelma Bearden Castleman), both in 1968. 

 



 
Photo #26: First contest outlanding in 1-26, near Marion, Ohio, with trailer. (photo from estate of Joseph N. 
Bearden Jr.) Recent inset photo of trophies, Dad’s 3rd place Open Class (l) and my 1st place 1-26 Class. (r) 

 

 
Photo #27: Dad’s early public relations, in The Hilltop News, Cincinnati, Ohio, July 24, 1969, pp1.  

 

 
Photo #28: Our new Libelle and factory trailer, 1970 (photo by Joseph N. Bearden Jr.) 



 
Photo #29: Mark, Diane, author, and parents with the Libelle, 1971.  
(photo from estate of Joseph N. Bearden Jr.) 

 

  
Photos #30 & #31: The Libelle’s damaged trailer after the accident. (photos by Joseph N. Bearden Jr.) 

 

 
Photo #32: Libelle and trailer at landout in 1973, both extensively repaired after highway accident the previous 
year. (photo by Joseph N. Bearden Jr.) 



 
Photo #33: Author in Libelle over Mount Mitchell, North Carolina, on the way to 14,000 feet, 1976. (photo by Joseph 
N. Bearden Jr.).  

 

 
Photo #34: Dad’s Libelle (WE) and author’s (JB) on the grid at 1977 Nationals in Ionia, Michigan. 



 

 

 
Photo #36: Author with Dad’s 1963 Corvette Sting Ray. In 1965, I could fly a glider but was two years away from 
driving a car! (photo by Joseph N. Bearden Jr.) 

 

 
Photo #37: Family on launch grid at the Cordele Regional, 1977. A different look than our similar pose six years 
earlier. (photo from estate of Joseph N. Bearden Jr.)   

Photo #35: Typical turnpoint photo. The 
pilot banks and aims the left wingtip 
(peeking out of the left side) at the photo 
target, (the far end of the airport taxiway) 
while flying over the turnpoint itself (the 
other end of the taxiway, half hidden 
under the glider). 



  
Photos #38 & #39: New LS3, Teterboro Airport, New Jersey, 1978. (photos by Joseph N. Bearden Jr.) 

 

  
Photos #40 & #41: LS3 first flight with author, Caesar Creek Soaring Club, Ohio, 1978 (photo from estate of Joseph 
N. Bearden Jr.), and piloted by Mark Bearden, Chilhowee Gliderport, Tennessee, 1981. (author in chase plane; 
photo by Kathleen Jerolmon) 

 

 
Photo #42: Author finishing first marathon, October 1978. (photo by Kathleen Jerolmon)  



 
Photo #43: Author and father, Chilhowee Gliderport, Benton, Tennessee, October 1979. One of his few LS3 flights. 
(photo by Virgil Jones, from his estate, courtesy of Lee Jarrard) 

 

 
Photo #44: My father’s first launch in his ASW 20, Caesar Creek Soaring Club, Ohio, 1979 (before “PG” added). 



Diagram 2: Map of contest task area. Contains information from OpenStreetMap (https://openstreetdmap.org), 
made available here under Open Database License (https://opendatacommons.org/licenses). © OpenStreetMap 
contributors. Tiles style by CyclOSM hosted by OpenStreetMap France. 



 
Photo #45: Family with author’s LS3 (JB) and father’s ASW 20 (PG).  
(photo from estate of Joseph N. Bearden Jr.) 

 

 
Photo #46: Springfield launch grid: crews pull each glider down the taxiway to its grid number, then push it into 
the grass to leave room. The last step is moving the gliders to the taxiway in single file. (photo by Harry Dunn, from 
Soaring magazine, October 1980, used with permission). 



 
Photo #47: Eric Mozer and father Rudy Mozer. (photo by Richard Devilbiss, from Soaring magazine, September 
1977, used with permission). 

 

 
Photo #48: Author dumping water ballast crossing finish line. (photo by Guerry Howard) 



 
Diagram 3: Springfield Municipal Airport, with launch grid on June 19, 1980, shown. Original map from U.S. 
Government Printing Office for Federal Aviation Administration. 

 

 
Photo #49: Suzanne and George Moffat. (photo by Larry Sengbush from  Soaring magazine, November 1982, used 
with permission). 



 
Diagram 4: Deer Creek State Park, Ohio, 2022, details added (Imagery ©2022 Google, Imagery©2022 
Landsat/Copernicus, Maxar Technologies, USDA Farm Service Agency, Map data ©2022 United States) 

 

 
Photo #50: Dad preparing to give first glider ride to Cincinnati WCPO-TV anchorman Al Schottelkotte in SSD 2-22, 
1963. (photo from estate of Joseph N. Bearden Jr.) 



 
Photo #51: A.J. Smith accepting trophy at SSD contest, ca. 1960s. (photo from SSD archives) 

 

 
Photo #52: Motorhome and LS3 trailer on the road, 1981. 

 

 
Photo #53: On the grid in Minden with Diane, 1981. 



 
Photo #54: Nevada desert, 1981. Landable, but not without damaging the glider. 

 

 
Photo #55: LS3 in a field on last day at Minden, 1981. Trailer turned 90 degrees for loading. 



 
Photo #56: Robert Robertson finishing task, New Castle, Virginia, 1982. (photos from his estate) 

 

 
Photo #57: Doug Jacobs after his first National Championship. Soaring, January 1983. Used with permission. 



  
Photo #58: Robert between good friends Klaus Holighaus (l) and Eric Mozer (r) on the podium at Uvalde, 1986. 
Inside of ten years, two of these three pilots would die in gliding accidents. 

 

 
Photo #59: University Park Airport, State College, Pennsylvania, 1986. Karl Striedieck and Chris Reeve discussing 
the ashes drop. From left: Charlie Spratt, Karl, Donald Robertson’s emissary from Scotland (hidden), Rod Read 
(back to camera), Chris, Ilsa, and friend. 



 
Photo #60: After returning from ashes drop, last goodbyes at Karl’s Cessna 180. 

 

 

Photo #61: Tanya’s mother, author, Tanya, author’s mother at wedding, 1986, Church Center for the United 
Nations, New York City. (photo from Bearden family) 

 

 
Photo #62: Author in ASW 24 zooming up after finishing (dumping water ballast)… 



 
Photo #63: …and landing (note extended dive brakes). (photos at Elmira, New York, 2015, by Guerry Howard) 

 

 
Photo #64: ASW 24 canopy wire deflector bars (left, photo by Bozena Michalowski). 

 

 
Photo #65: Cockpit view (r) with Cordele airport visible to right of instrument panel.  



 
Photo #66: Author and wife, with Tina and Josie, a few months after birth 1994. (photo by Ivanka Lenkow) 

 

 
Photo #67: Regional contest at Fairfield, Pennsylvania when the girls were 2 ½ years old. (photo from Mid-Atlantic 
Soaring Association archives) 



 
Photo #68: In Texas, on the way to Standard Class Nationals in Hobbs, New Mexico, 2007. 

 

 
Photo #69: Tenting at Standard Class Nationals, Hobbs, New Mexico, 2004 (the girls were 10). 

 



 
Diagram 5: Task on 17 Jun 2005, Standard Class Nationals, Caesar Creek Soaring Club. Pilots’ kit map originally 
from Worldwide Turnpoint Exchange. 

 

  
Photos #70 & #71: Crash site, view from front & right rear. In latter, “PG” visible on left side (on vertical fin, lying 
flat). (photos by Bruce E. Morgan, Deer Creek State Park, Ohio) 



 
Photo #72: Awful weather. Slow time. Indescribable experience. Boston Marathon 2007, with finisher’s medal 
peeking out of my jacket, Tina, and Josie. (photo by Tanya Lenkow) 

 

 
Photo #73: The Motel Chevrolet. It’s free! The problem is noise if parked next to an idling big rig. 

 



 
Photo #74: Our deceptively “normal” family at Independence Pass, Colorado, July 2007. 

 

 
Photo #75: Launch grid at the Cordele Standard Class Nationals, 2008. 



 
Photo #76: Pre-start thermal; 22 gliders, almost half of the fleet. (photo by Baude Litt) 

 

 
Photo #77: With Erik Mann (c) and Bif Huss (r), Cordele Nationals 2008.  



 
Photo #78: It was worth it: 43 years of struggle before the big reward! Unbelievably, this is the author’s only photo 
of this day. Cordele 2008 (photo by Erik Mann)  

 

 
Photos #79 & #80: Tina at the wheel on one of the many rain days at Hobbs, 2010.  

 

 
Photos #81 & 82: Two landouts at Hobbs, 2010, under deceptively good skies. In the right photo, four gliders went 
into the same field when the thermals died. 

 



 
Photo #83: Emergency repair from gear-up landing. Fuselage upside down: landing gear and gear doors to the 
right; teardrop-shaped damaged area in middle. 

 

 
Photo #84: Leading edge and lower surface of wing after striking landing light. 

 

 
Photo #85: Bottom of wing after sanding to expose damage before repair. Repair to underside of aileron in 
progress (triangular patch, far right). 



   
Photos #86 & 87: Bullet passed through trailer skin (layer 1); upper/lower wing surfaces (layers 2 & 3); punctured 
canopy (layer 4) and instrument pod (layer 5)—note arrow; then exited instrument panel (layer 6)—note arrow, 
with missing power switch and fuses; before breaking larger hole in canopy, (layer 7)—see following photo. 

 

   
Photo #88: Canopy damage, with white speed tape over the hole and cracks radiating from it. (photo by Nirmal 
Mathrani)  

 

  
Photos #89 and #90: “The Killing Fields”: Midlothian, Texas. From here, bullet holes are difficult to spot (l) 9 mm 



bullet after passing through seven layers of my ASW 24 (r). 

 
Photo #91: A soaring buddy pulling up exuberantly after a high-speed, low-level pass. (photo by Bozena 
Michalowski)  

 

  
Photos #92 & #93: Two post-marathon finishes: my daughters escorting me at Philly after near collapse in 2016, 
and their first marathon there in 2018. (photos by Tanya Lenkow) 



 
Photo #94: Tina and author midway at 2022 Boston Marathon. (photo by Samuel Hoad)  

 

 
Photo #95: Do I look like pilot material? My 14th birthday, one week before my first flying lesson. (photo by Joseph 
N. Bearden Jr.) 



 
Photo #96: Richmond (Indiana) Municipal Airport, August 2019. Could just as well be 1965. 

 

 
Photo #97: On final approach after finishing, Standard Class Nationals, CCSC, 2019. (photo by Bozena 
Michalowski) 



 

August 29, 2019, Standard Class Nationals: Last half of flight, from slow climb out at Turnpoint #3, tagging edge of 
Turnpoint #4, then last climb before long glide to tap Turnpoint #5 (Lebanon-Warren County Airport) and back to the 
finish at CCSC. (Map created at GPSVisualizer.com Leaf-let | Map data from OpenStreetMap.org, relief from 
ESRI/ArcGIS) 

 



 
Photo #98: Launch grid at CCSC, 2019 Nationals (photo by Bozena Michalowski) 

 

 
Photo #99: Standard Class Nationals 2019 (l to r) CD John Lubon, author, winner Tom Holloran, 3rd place Hank 
Nixon, Contest Manager Chuck Lohre. (photo from Chuck Lohre) 



 
Photo #100: “In Memoriam,” as published in Soaring magazine, October 1980. Used with permission.  

 
Photo #101: “In Memoriam” author Ted Williams (l) with my father in Cincinnati, Ohio, March 1980, three months 
before the crash. (photo by Ted’s daughter, Chantal Williams, from the estate of Joseph N. Bearden Jr.) 
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